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Government to grant the permission. I had assumed knowledge
on the part of the Liberals that I was threatened to be turned back
when it was known I was about to proceed to Calicut, that Mr,
C* Rajagopalachari, when as secretary he tried to proceed to
Malabar for relief work, was refused permission, that Mr. Yakub
Hasan asked for permission, as soon as the outbreak took place, to
go to Malabar to be able to pacify the Moplahs. I am quite willing
to admit the helplessness of non-co-operators in many matters.
The very creed of non-violence brings it about. Non-co-operators
do not hesitate to seek permission where it has to be obtained for
doing things that promote peace. Their creed prevents them from
giving voluntary co-operation wherever abstention is possible, Neither
do they seek Government assistance where it is possible to avoid it.
The writer of the paragraph cruelly suggests civil disobedience,
It is not a weapon to be used for the sake of bravado. If civil
disobedience could have ended the trouble, it would have been
undertaken long ago. Mass civil disobedience will be undertaken
even on this simple issue, when there is a certainty almost of non-
violence being observed.
Why is it "strange" that I consider the Government solely re-
ponsible for the trouble? They could have avoided the trouble
by settling the Khilafat question, they could have avoided it by
allowing non-co-operators to take the message of non-violence to the
Moplahs, The outbreak would not have taken place if the Col-
lector had consulted the religious sentiment of the Moplahs.
I do indeed accuse the Government of punishing the Moplahs
after they have done the mischief instead of protecting the Hindus
from Moplah outrage. Would the Government have acted in the
same leisurely fashion if English families had been in danger instead
of Hindus, and would it have inhumanly treated so-called rebels
had they been Europeans instead of being Moplahs ? I am sorry
to be forced to the conclusion that the Government are betraying
criminal negligence alike in their duty of protecting Hindus and
of treating Moplah rebels as human beings,
Toung India, 8-12-1921